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Source: ABS Census 2006, usual resident population Table B09.


The only large scale non-European migrants in regional Victoria  is found in Geelong and Shepparton. There are also smaller groups of itinerant workers in several Murray Valley towns.
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With a broader migration base, Melbourne’s religious diversity has inevitably increased. 

This has been most noticeable in those suburbs which has proved most attractive to new migrants – particularly those in the NW suburbs and those in the SE around the old Enterprise migration hostel at Springvale. .
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The diversity of languages in 1986 and 2006
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•Increased number of people speak a language other than 

English at home and greater diversity in languages spoken
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Melbourne’s increasingly global role is reflected in the more multicultural nature of our population.

Fifty years ago, when Melbourne was hosting the Olympics, only 12% of the population was born overseas. This increased to 27% by 1976 and up to 30% by 2001.

In 1956 over half the overseas born population was from the British isles. The wave of Italian migration had started and the numbers of Italian born in Melbourne was to rise from 30,000 to over 100,000 by the mid 1970s.

There were only 6,000 Greeks. By 1976 there were 73,000

And the number of Asians was to rise form 11,000 in 1956 to 41,000 by 1976 and 230,000 by the start of the 21st century.
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2. Knowledge economy = growth hot spots

3. Population ageing = changing mix of service demands and labour force issues

4. Greater population diversity = greater diversity in the demand for services

Future challenges:


In summary:

