Conclusion and what can be done
The data in this report show that disadvantage is clustered in different localities across the Loddon Mallee region.  Each appears to have a different mix of people.  Some are predominantly aging populations, some working populations and some concentrations of welfare recipients.  Some areas have a significant multicultural mix, while others do not.  These differences are the result of economic and demographic changes occurring across the region that are resulting in:
· a decrease of economic opportunities for residents in some areas particularly for unskilled workers (of which there is a greater proportion in Loddon Mallee – a trend likely to perpetuate due to lower than state average educational outcomes across early years, secondary and tertiary education);

· population growth, decline or change that is causing a need for the restructure of services (putting pressure of services, creating a need for new services or making services in some areas not viable); or

· the concentration of disadvantage in certain areas because of rising housing costs in some areas and falling housing prices (trapping residents) in others.

The complex and multidimensional nature of disadvantage means that the efforts of a range of agencies will be needed to reduce it or lessen its impacts.  No single agency holds all the levers to the factors outlined in the beginning of this report as making a difference to social and economic wellbeing (Figure 9).  The roles played by different agencies include:

· the Commonwealth government in employment policy, income support, the tax transfer system (including pensions and benefits, etc), housing, health and other social programs;
· the State government in providing or subsidising essential services (health, education and training, etc), planning policy, housing, support for economic development, reducing barriers to opportunity and supporting disadvantaged groups and places;
· local governments in the economic development of local areas, providing services (early years, aged care, youth services) and in community development; and

· non-government organisations in providing services and advocating on behalf of disadvantaged groups.

Because of its complexity, reducing disadvantage will require collaboration.  It will require partnerships of agencies bringing a range of resources to bear on the issue.  In the first instance, it will require processes that bring together empirical, expert, strategic and local knowledge to identify strategic priorities and locally appropriate solutions.  It will also involve building the capacities of both communities and agencies to mount effective responses.  
Change will continue to occur in the Loddon Mallee region and individuals, families and communities will need to continue to adapt.  This can be supported by service systems and governments that are also reflexive to change and that find processes for dealing with complex issues, like disadvantage, that run across agencies and jurisdictions. 
The complex and multidimensional nature of disadvantage means reducing disadvantage will require collaboration across a range of agencies
Appendix A.  The full list of relatively disadvantaged towns in the Loddon Mallee region

Towns that score under the Regional Victorian average (986) on the Index of Relative Socio-Economic Disadvantage. 

	
	 
	Small towns <1000
	
	
	

	
	 
	Medium sized towns 1000-3000
	
	
	

	
	 
	Large sized towns >3000
	
	
	

	
	
	TOWN
	SEIFA RSD
	POPULATION
	POP. CHANGE 2001-6

	1
	Loddon
	Korong Vale
	788
	168
	

	2
	Swan Hill
	Nyah West
	804
	553
	​(

	3
	C.Goldfields
	Dunolly
	817
	607
	

	4
	Loddon
	Wedderburn
	830
	697
	(

	5
	Loddon
	Tarnagulla
	835
	155
	(

	6
	Campaspe
	Gigarre
	851
	186
	

	7
	G.Bendigo
	Bendigo Suburb - Long Gully
	852
	3287
	

	8
	Loddon
	Inglewood
	853
	685
	(

	9
	Swan Hill
	Robinvale
	858
	2211
	(

	10
	Loddon
	Pyramid Hill
	862
	463
	(

	11
	Campaspe
	Gunbower
	867
	266
	

	12
	Gannawarra
	Quambatook
	867
	253
	(

	13
	G.Bendigo
	Bendigo Suburb - California Gully
	869
	3842
	(

	14
	Swan Hill
	Manangatang
	882
	264
	

	15
	Mildura
	Merbein
	888
	1976
	(

	16
	C.Goldfields
	Maryborough
	891
	7687
	(

	17
	Swan Hill
	Piangil
	893
	164
	(

	18
	Campaspe
	Rushworth
	893
	1038
	(

	19
	Mildura
	Red Cliffs
	893
	2742
	(

	20
	G.Bendigo
	Heathcote
	897
	1568
	(

	21
	C.Goldfields
	Bealiba
	898
	116
	

	22
	C.Goldfields
	Talbot
	900
	294
	

	23
	Buloke
	Berriwillock
	902
	122
	(

	24
	Gannawarra
	Koondrook
	909
	802
	(

	25
	Campaspe
	Tongala
	909
	1257
	(

	26
	Campaspe
	Lockington
	911
	420
	(

	27
	Loddon
	Bridgewater
	916
	394
	

	28
	G.Bendigo
	Elmore
	919
	693
	( ​

	29
	Mt.Alexander
	Newstead
	920
	487
	

	30
	G.Bendigo
	Bendigo Suburb - Eaglehawk
	924
	4352
	(

	31
	G.Bendigo
	Bendigo Suburb - Nth Bendigo
	925
	3763
	(

	32
	Mt.Alexander
	Chewton
	927
	403
	( ​

	33
	Gannawarra
	Leitchville
	932
	271
	

	34
	C.Goldfields
	Carisbrook
	933
	714
	(

	35
	G.Bendigo
	West Bendigo
	933
	384
	(

	36
	Buloke
	Wycheproof
	933
	688
	(

	37
	Buloke
	Sea Lake
	934
	634
	

	
	 
	Small towns <1000
	
	
	

	
	 
	Medium sized towns 1000-3000
	
	
	

	
	 
	Large sized towns >3000
	
	
	

	
	
	TOWN
	SEIFA RSD
	POPULATION
	POP. CHANGE 2001-6

	38
	Buloke
	Charlton
	935
	1071
	(

	39
	Loddon
	Dunolly RC
	936
	1136
	

	40
	G.Bendigo
	Goornong
	936
	300
	( ​

	41
	Swan Hill
	Nyah
	936
	322
	

	42
	Campaspe
	Colbinabbin
	937
	114
	

	43
	G.Bendigo
	Bendigo Suburb - Ironbark 
	938
	1182
	(

	44
	Gannawarra
	Kerang
	939
	3775
	(

	45
	Buloke
	Donald
	940
	1432
	(

	46
	Swan Hill
	Ultima
	941
	160
	(

	47
	C.Goldfields
	Maryborough RC
	942
	2639
	(

	48
	Mildura
	Mildura
	943
	30008
	(

	49
	Macedon Ranges
	Kyneton
	944
	4289
	(

	50
	Buloke
	Birchip
	945
	685
	(

	51
	Swan Hill
	Woorinen
	946
	315
	

	52
	G.Bendigo
	Bendigo Suburb - Kangaroo Flat
	947
	8411
	(

	53
	Campaspe
	Kyabram
	947
	5619
	(

	54
	Campaspe
	Rochester
	951
	2830
	(

	55
	Gannawarra
	Cohuna
	952
	1889
	(

	56
	Mildura
	Murrayville
	952
	211
	

	57
	Loddon
	Wedderburn RC
	952
	480
	( ​

	58
	Campaspe
	Stanhope
	954
	519
	=

	59
	G.Bendigo
	Bendigo Suburb - Golden Square
	956
	8165
	(

	60
	Loddon
	Boort
	956
	776
	(

	61
	Mildura
	Ouyen
	956
	1059
	

	62
	Mildura
	Underbool
	956
	217
	(

	63
	Swan Hill
	Swan Hill
	957
	9698
	(

	64
	Mt.Alexander
	Guilford
	958
	207
	(

	65
	G.Bendigo
	Bendigo Suburb - White Hills
	960
	2623
	(

	66
	Mt Alexander
	Castlemaine
	963
	7259
	(

	67
	G.Bendigo
	Bendigo Suburb - Sailors Gully
	965
	647
	

	68
	Campaspe
	Echuca
	966
	12 363
	(

	69
	G.Bendigo
	Bendigo Suburb - Flora Hill
	967
	3847
	(

	70
	Mt.Alexander
	Maldon
	967
	1228
	(

	71
	G.Bendigo
	Marong
	969
	271
	(

	72
	G.Bendigo
	Bendigo Suburb - Bendigo
	971
	6052
	

	73
	Swan Hill
	Nyah West RC
	971
	324
	(

	74
	G.Bendigo
	Axedale
	972
	229
	(

	75
	G.Bendigo
	Raywood
	972
	133
	

	76
	Mt.Alexander
	Campbells Creek
	980
	1265
	(

	77
	Campaspe
	Rushworth RC 
	981
	1026
	(
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