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Caravan Parks Regulations - Information Sheet

Extension of Registration – December 2010
Amendments to the Residential Tenancies (Caravan Parks and Movable Dwellings Registration and Standards) Regulations 2010

The 2010 regulations commenced on 27 June 2010 following a review of the 1999 regulations (which had been in place for 11 years). 

The 2010 regulations changed the previous annual renewal of registration requirements to require renewal of registration every 3 years. They also clarified other requirements for registration including the preparation of emergency management plans. 
The 2010 regulations place an obligation on Councils to grant 3 year registration or renewal of registration to applicants if Council is satisfied that the caravan park complies with the 2010 regulations.  Under the 2010 regulations a caravan park is not permitted to operate unless it is registered by the local council.
Extension of Registration Period - Amendment

The Residential Tenancies (Caravan Parks and Movable Dwellings Registration and Standards) Further Amendment Regulations 2010 make changes to the transitional arrangements of the 2010 regulations. Specifically they amend Regulation 49(1) Continuation of Registration of the 2010 regulations. They also amend Regulation 14 Period of Registration of the 2010 regulations. 
The effect of this amendment is that for those caravan parks where renewal of registration is not completed by 31 December 2010, existing registration has been extended for up to 12 months from 1 January 2011 until 31 December 2011. 

Regulation 49(1) of the 2010 regulations means that caravan parks that were registered under the 1999 regulations are deemed to be registered under the 2010 regulations until councils determine an application for renewal of registration under the 2010 regulations. Caravan park owners and/or operators with outstanding renewals should aim to complete their application for renewal of registration as soon as possible. Councils should also aim to complete any renewals of registration under the 2010 regulations as soon as possible. 

The amendments to Regulation 14 of the 2010 regulations means that for caravan parks where registration is renewed before 1 July 2011 the registration period is until 31 December 2013. For any caravan park that may have registration renewed on or after 1 July 2011 the registration will expire on 31 December 2014. 

The amendments to the 2010 regulations do not affect those caravan parks which have already had applications for renewal of registration under the 2010 regulations determined by councils. 

Where a caravan park owner and/or operator has submitted an application for renewal of registration to council under the 2010 regulations which is yet to be finalised, the existing registration will continue up until 31 December 2011 or until an earlier determination of that application has been made by council. 

Where a caravan park owner and/or operator is yet to apply for renewal of registration, the existing registration will continue up until 31 December 2011 or until an earlier date when an application is submitted and a determination of that application has been made by council. 

Councils can request and consider applications for renewal of registration at any time and are encouraged to identify those caravan parks for which they have not yet received an application under the 2010 regulations and seek applications for renewal of registration for these caravan parks as soon as possible.

DPCD will continue work with councils and industry to facilitate the re-registration of caravan parks. 

Council Powers

Councils continue to have responsibility for enforcing compliance by caravan park owners and/or operators with the regulatory requirements under the 2010 Regulations. 

In addition to the offences under the 2010 regulations councils also have powers under section 522 of the Residential Tenancies Act 1997 to issue a compliance notice to a caravan park owner and or/operator where the council is of the opinion that a breach of the regulations has occurred. 
Councils are also able to set the fee for registration in accordance with schedule 2 in the 2010 regulations. 
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