Biographies of Advisory Committee Members

CATHERINE HEGGEN

Catherine Heggen, a consultant town planner, has worked with private clients as well as local government and regional authorities in Australia and overseas. Her work has involved her with proposals covering urban design and heritage issues as well as landscape impacts. She regularly appears as an expert witness at Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal, Planning Panels and Advisory Committees. Catherine has been a member and Chair of Victoria’s Heritage Council; her heritage interests remain as she is a member of the Melbourne University Heritage Advisory Committee as well as a member of the Building Committee, Queen Victoria Women’s Centre. 

DAVID KEENAN

David Keenan is the Chief Executive Officer of the Mitchell Shire. David’s 15 year municipal career includes leadership roles in planning, economic development and sustainability in provincial and metropolitan councils as well as with industry groups operating at a national and international level. David’s experience at local government level and his current role as CEO of a municipality that simultaneously faces growth and rural issues gives him a special position with the operation of the Victorian planning system.  

TERRY MONTEBELLO 

Terry Montebello is a partner in a leading Melbourne law firm. Since 1993 he has been an accredited expert in local government law as well as the areas of environment, land and planning law. His experience in the area of planning law over 20 years representing local government and state government authorities as well as private clients places him at the forefront of planning practitioners. 
JANE NATHAN 

Jane Nathan is a former councillor, Mayor of Hawthorn, Commissioner at Brimbank and Treasurer of the Municipal Association of Victoria. Jane is an advisor to local councils including to councillors and senior officers. She is a panel member of the Municipal Association of Victoria’s Councillor Conduct Panels. Jane is respected for her strategic approach to strengthening community.

LEIGH PHILLIPS
Leigh Phillips has over 30 years experience with the Victorian planning system. He has held a number of senior planning positions in various State government departments with a particular focus on regional land use, project facilitation and management of the planning system. Leigh, who runs his own planning consultancy business, is a current member of The Mint Inc. the Victorian Coastal Council and Alpine Resorts Co-ordinating Council and a former member of the Central Coastal Board. 
GEOFF UNDERWOOD 

Geoff Underwood is a planning consultant with experience in State government beginning with the Bolte Government in 1971 through to the Bracks Labour Government from 2004-2006. He has worked in government with ministers for Local Government and Planning and at a senior level with the Department of Sustainability and Environment in 2004-2006 and with the establishment of the Growth Areas Authority. 

His government experience included a decade as Private Secretary to the Minister for Local Government and Planning followed by contributions as a member of the Ministerial Advisory Council [for then Minister Maclellan] the Local Approvals Review Programme [for the federal government under then Deputy Prime Minister Howe], the Developer Contributions Review [first for then Minister Maclellan in 1992 and for Minister Delahunty in 2002], the Melbourne 2030 Reference Group [for Minister Delahunty], Chair of the Urban Development Program within the Victorian Planning Department and Director of Development Facilitation [for Ministers Delahunty and Hulls].

In private industry he has worked for councils, corporations and private clients advising on planning matters. He has worked with industry groups and been on numerous national committees and inquiries. He is Secretary of the multi disciplinary Victorian Planning and Environmental Law Association but has stood aside from his current position as chairman of the Victorian Housing Industry Association’s Planning Committee and as a member of its State Committee. 

