 Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006
Information Sheet 
Becoming a Registered 

Aboriginal Party 
The Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 (the Act) recognises Aboriginal people “as the primary guardians, keepers and knowledge holders of Aboriginal cultural heritage”. Registered Aboriginal Parties (RAPs) have important roles and functions in managing and protecting Aboriginal cultural heritage in Victoria. RAPs are determined by the Aboriginal Heritage Council (the Council). This information sheet provides information on the roles played by RAPs and outlines the process for registration of RAPs. 

What is a Registered Aboriginal Party (RAP)?
RAPs have an important role in administering the legislation. Section 148 of the Act states that RAPs:

a) Act as the primary source of advice and knowledge for the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs (the Minister), Secretary to the Department of Planning and Community Development (the Secretary) and the Council on matters relating to Aboriginal places located in, or objects originating from, the area for which the RAP is registered.

b) Advise the Minister on, and negotiate, the repatriation of Aboriginal cultural heritage relating to the area for which the RAP is registered.

c) Consider and advise on applications for cultural heritage permits.

d) Evaluate and approve or refuse to approve cultural heritage management plans that relate to the area for which the RAP is registered.

e) Enter into cultural heritage agreements.

f) Apply for interim and ongoing protection declarations.

More detail can be found on Information Sheet “The Role of Registered Aboriginal Parties”. 
Who can be a RAP? 
Applications for registration as a RAP can only be made by organisations or groups incorporated under relevant State or Commonwealth legislation (body corporates) [section 150(2)].
How do Aboriginal organisations become RAPs?
An application must be made to the Council on the approved form [section 150]. The application must include the details of the organisation and area for which registration is sought, along with a statement outlining:

· The applicant’s relationship or links to the area; and

· The applicant’s historical or contemporary interest in Aboriginal cultural heritage relating to the area and expertise in managing and protecting the cultural heritage in that area. 
Who decides which groups become RAPs?
The Council determines which applicants are registered as RAPs under the Act [section 132(2)(a)]. However, the Council must register an applicant for an area if they are:
· a native title holder.
· a traditional owner group entity with a recognition and settlement agreement [see Traditional Owner Settlement Act 2010 (Vic)].
The Council must consider the following matters when dealing with other applications for registration as RAPs [section 151(3)]:

a) Whether the applicant is a native title party for the area. 
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The terms of any existing native title agreements, if these are made available.
c) Whether the applicant represents Aboriginal people with traditional or familial links to the area.

d) Whether the applicant is a body representing Aboriginal people that has a historical or contemporary interest in Aboriginal cultural heritage relating to the area and demonstrated expertise in managing and protecting Aboriginal cultural heritage.

e) Any land grants or land management agreements to which the applicant is a party in respect of the area.

In considering applications, the Council can seek additional information from the applicant or from any person with relevant knowledge or expertise.
Can there be more than one RAP for an area?
Yes, the Council is able to register more than one RAP for the same area (section 153). 

However, if the Council receives an application for an area from a registered native title holder or a traditional owner group entity, the Council must register the applicant as the RAP for that area and no other applicant can become a RAP for that area [section 151(2) & (2A)].

If more than one RAP is to be registered the Council must be satisfied that this does not hinder the capacity of any party to operate as a RAP and carry out their prescribed functions. The Council must also be satisfied that appointment of more than one RAP does not hinder the effective operation of the Act. 

If more than one party is registered, all parties have the same powers and functions in relation to that area. 
How long does it take the Council to make a decision?
The Act gives the Council 120 days to determine an application. However, proper consideration must also be given to the information contained in each RAP application and the requirements of procedural fairness. 
This means that applicants are given sufficient time to respond to the Council’s requests and provide comment on information received by third parties before a decision is made.
Can an unsuccessful applicant appeal the decision?
No, there are no appeal rights for review of this decision. However, general rights of review could be pursued with independent legal advice.
Can RAP appointments be suspended, revoked or varied?
The Council can suspend or revoke the registration of a RAP [section 156] if the Council believes that the RAP has failed to act in good faith in relation to the following:

a) Considering or advising on applications for cultural heritage permits.

b) Evaluating cultural heritage management plans.

c) Entering into or performance of a cultural heritage agreement.

d) Discharging any of its functions under the Act.

In addition, registration is revoked if a RAP ceases to be a body corporate, is placed under administration or goes into liquidation.

Registration is also revoked if a registered native title holder or traditional owner group entity is subsequently registered as a RAP for all or part of the area.
Registration of a RAP can also be varied by the Council with the consent of affected RAPs. The Council must give a RAP 28 days written notice of its intention to revoke its registration, and the opportunity to make oral and written submissions to the Council on the proposal [section 157]. The Council’s decisions to suspend or revoke the registration of a RAP can be appealed to the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal [section 158].

Further Information


Any queries in relation to this information sheet can be addressed to:





Aboriginal Heritage Council Secretariat


Aboriginal Affairs Victoria


GPO Box 2392


MELBOURNE VIC 3001





Alternatively, the Secretariat for the Council can be contacted by phone on:





03 9208 3280 (Secretariat Manager), or


03 9208 3243 (Secretariat Support Officer)


or by fax on 03 9208 3292.





www.aboriginalaffairs.vic.gov.au











