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On the other hand, there is good reason not be surprised by the extent of population growth.

In terms of population growth rates, there is nothing exceptional about recent years. For much of the 25 years following World War II, Australia’s population growth rate exceeded 2% p.a.

Over the last 30 years we have become accustomed to low rates of population growth. It started in the 1970s when both fertility rates and overseas migration levels fell.

Fertility rates fell after the oral contraceptive pill became widely used.

Overseas migration rates fell when baby boomers and women entered the work force in increasing numbers, thereby reducing the need for migrant labourers. 
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Notes:

New method for estimating Net Overseas Migration introduced in June 2006

Based on December population estimates


The story of population growth in Victoria is similar to Australia’s

The gold rush of the 1850s 

The marvellous Melbourne boom of the 1880s

The slump through the world wars and the great depression

The baby boom

The recessions of the mid 1970s and early 1990s

AND the record amount of growth Victoria is currently experiencing – over 100,00 for the first time in 2008.
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Taking these new trends into account when developing assumptions, Victoria is now likely to have stronger population growth into the future.

The above table compares population growth over the 30 years prior to 2006, with the growth projected to occur in the 30 years after 2006.

Victoria’s population growth over the 30 years after 2006 is projected to be one million more than in the 30 years before 2006.

Melbourne’s growth is projected to grow by almost twice the amount of the previous 30 years.

And despite lower growth rates, regional Victoria growth is projected to be 50% higher – 480,000 compared to 320,000
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2. The geography of growth

3. Ageing and diversity

Challenges:
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occurring in Melbourne
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Taking these new trends into account when developing assumptions, Victoria is now likely to have stronger population growth into the future.

The above table compares population growth over the 30 years prior to 2006, with the growth projected to occur in the 30 years after 2006.

Victoria’s population growth over the 30 years after 2006 is projected to be one million more than in the 30 years before 2006.

Melbourne’s growth is projected to grow by almost twice the amount of the previous 30 years.

And despite lower growth rates, regional Victoria growth is projected to be 50% higher – 480,000 compared to 320,000
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