Conclusion and what can be done
The data in this report show that disadvantage is clustered in different localities across the Gippsland Region.  Each appears to have a different mix of people.  Some are predominantly aging populations, some working populations and some (overlapping with the previous two) concentrations of welfare recipients.  Some areas have a significant multicultural mix, while others do not.  These differences are the result of economic and demographic changes occurring across the region that are resulting in:
· a decrease of economic opportunities for residents in some areas particularly for unskilled workers (of which there is a greater proportion in Gippsland – a trend likely to perpetuate due to lower than state average educational outcomes across early years, secondary and tertiary education);

· population growth, decline or change that is causing a need for the restructure of services  (putting pressure on services, creating a need for new services or making services in some areas not viable); or

· the concentration of disadvantage in certain areas because of rapidly rising housing costs in some areas with others not keeping pace (trapping residents).

The complex and multidimensional nature of disadvantage means that the efforts of a range of agencies will be needed to reduce it or lessen its impacts.  No single agency holds all the levers to the factors outlined in the beginning of this report as making a difference to social and economic wellbeing (Figure 10).  The roles played by different agencies include:

· the Commonwealth government in employment policy, income support, the tax transfer system (including pensions and benefits, etc), housing, health and other social programs;
· the State government in providing or subsidising essential services (health, education and training, etc), planning policy, housing, support for economic development, reducing barriers to opportunity and supporting disadvantaged groups and places;
· local governments in the economic development of local areas, providing services (early years, aged care, youth services) and in community development; and

· non-government organisations in providing services and advocating on behalf of disadvantaged groups.

Because of its complexity, reducing disadvantage will require collaboration.  It will require partnerships of agencies bringing a range of resources to bear on the issue.  In the first instance, it will require processes that bring together empirical, expert, strategic and local knowledge to identify strategic priorities and locally appropriate solutions.  It will also involve building the capacities of both communities and agencies to mount effective responses.  
Change will continue to occur in the region and individuals, families and communities will need to continue to adapt.  This can be supported by service systems and governments that are also reflexive to change and that find processes for dealing with complex issues, like disadvantage, that run across agencies and jurisdictions. 
The complex and multidimensional nature of disadvantage means reducing disadvantage will require collaboration across a range of agencies

Appendix A. The full list of relatively disadvantaged towns in the Gippsland region

Towns that score under the Regional Victorian average (986) on the Index of Relative Socio-Economic Disadvantage. 

	
	 
	Small towns <1000
	
	
	

	
	 
	Medium sized towns 1000-3000
	

	
	 
	Large sized towns >3000
	
	

	
	
	TOWN
	SEIFA RSD
	POPULATION
	POP. CHANGE 2001-6

	1
	East Gippsland
	Lake Tyers Beach Rural Catchment
	841
	439
	 

	2
	East Gippsland
	Cann River 
	853
	224
	 ​

	3
	Wellington
	Loch Sport
	863
	772
	 

	4
	Latrobe
	Morwell
	865
	13393
	 ​

	5
	East Gippsland
	Orbost
	867
	2096
	 

	6
	South Gippsland
	Toora
	885
	481
	 

	7
	Latrobe
	Moe-Yallourn
	894
	15580
	 ​

	8
	Wellington
	Heyfield 
	896
	1461
	 ​

	9
	Wellington
	Port Albert
	902
	248
	 ​

	10
	Bass Coast
	Coronet Bay 
	904
	643
	 ​

	11
	East Gippsland
	Buchan
	904
	112
	 ​

	12
	Bass Coast
	Dalyston
	907
	278
	 ​

	13
	Wellington
	Yarram
	916
	1718
	 

	14
	Bass Coast
	Wonthaggi
	919
	6528
	 ​

	15
	Bass Coast
	Corinella
	922
	507
	 ​


	16
	Bass Coast
	Grantville
	922
	457
	 ​

	17
	Baw Baw
	Rawson
	923
	279
	 ​

	18
	La Trobe
	Yallourn North
	924
	1162
	 

	19
	South Gippsland
	Venus Bay 
	924
	513
	 ​

	20
	Baw Baw
	Longwarry
	925
	625
	 ​

	21
	East Gippsland
	Bruthen
	925
	625
	 ​

	22
	East Gippsland
	Lakes Entrance
	928
	5562
	 ​

	23
	East Gippsland
	Cann River Rural Catchment
	929
	355
	 

	24
	East Gippsland
	Mallacoota Rural Catchment
	929
	303
	 

	25
	South Gippsland
	Port Welshpool
	929
	199
	 ​

	26
	Wellington
	Alberton
	929
	161
	 ​

	27
	East Gippsland
	Mallacoota
	931
	975
	 

	28
	Wellington
	Rosedale 
	933
	1077
	 ​

	29
	Wellington
	Seaspray
	933
	184
	 

	30
	South Gippsland
	Foster
	937
	1042
	 ​

	31
	South Gippsland
	Korumburra
	938
	3144
	 ​

	32
	Bass Coast
	Grantville Rural Catchment
	940
	932
	 ​

	33
	East Gippsland
	Lindenow
	942
	337
	 ​

	34
	East Gippsland
	Omeo
	942
	227
	 


	
	 
	Small towns <1000
	
	
	

	
	 
	Medium sized towns 1000-3000
	

	
	 
	Large sized towns >3000
	
	

	
	
	TOWN
	SEIFA RSD
	POPULATION
	POP. CHANGE 2001-6

	35
	Latrobe
	Toongabbie
	945
	463
	 ​

	36
	East Gippsland
	Bairnsdale
	947
	11271
	 ​

	37
	Latrobe
	Churchill
	950
	4601
	 ​

	38
	Latrobe
	Boolarra
	953
	527
	 ​

	39
	Wellington
	Maffra 
	956
	4141
	 ​

	40
	Baw Baw
	Drouin
	961
	6860
	 ​

	41
	Wellington
	Briagolong
	961
	546
	 ​

	42
	Wellington
	Sale 
	962
	13337
	 ​

	43
	Baw Baw
	Trafalgar
	964
	2302
	 ​

	44
	Wellington
	Stratford 
	964
	1445
	 ​

	45
	Baw Baw
	Neerim South
	965
	609
	 ​

	46
	Baw Baw
	Yarragon
	965
	723
	 ​

	47
	South Gippsland
	Poowong
	967
	286
	 

	48
	South Gippsland
	Meeniyan
	967
	424
	 ​

	49
	East Gippsland
	Orbost Rural Catchment
	975
	1791
	 ​

	50
	Bass Coast
	San Remo 
	984
	1012
	 ​

	51
	Latrobe
	Traralgon
	984
	21980
	 ​

	52
	East Gippsland
	Lakes Entrance Rural Catchment
	985
	1499
	 

	53
	Baw Baw
	Warragul
	986
	11491
	​

	54
	South Gippsland
	Leongatha
	986
	4505
	 ​
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