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This slide is a demonstration of how the number of households and dwellings can increase significantly over time, and average household size decline, with only moderate population growth.

Over time, we see that as children move out of home, and form their own living arrangements, partnering and having children and possibly separating.  In a fairly abstract way, this is a representation of some of the dynamics and diversity of choice of modern life and the subsequent impact household size and thus demand for and dwelling consumption.
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Changing household propensities, example 1: 25 to 29 year old males, Victoria
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One of the main changes occurring demography is the delaying of ‘life events’.

As more children undertake tertiary education, they start full time work at later ages

They leave home at later ages

They partner and marry at later ages

They have children at later ages

They become empty nesters at later ages as their children take longer to leave home

They enjoy better health also they don’t become frail until later ages

AND they live a longer life

The above table shows the changing household arrangements that 25-29 year olds males in Victoria have. Back in 1986, almost one in three were fathers in family households. Now the figure is 1 in 7. 
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Source: DPCD Interim household projections, October, 2007
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“Here the swart Briton, walks shoulder to shoulder with the flat faced 

Chinaman, the tall stately Armenian, the lithe New Zealander or South Sea 

Islander, the merry African from the United States, the grave Spaniard, the 

yellow haired German, the tall sharp-visaged Yankee and the lively 

Frenchman. In fact, every state of the World has its representative in the 

diggings of Victoria and the streets of Melbourne”.

Robert Caldwell, 1853
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